DISPELLING

MYTHS

ON VACCINES AND FEVER
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POSSIBLE RISKS OF VACCINATION
Do vaccines cause autism?
• NO, the question has been raised in particular for the measles, mumps, and
rubella vaccine3. However, several studies have proven the groundlessness of
these claims even in children at high risk for autism4.
Does vaccination in the first 24 months of life affect normal neurobehavioural
development?
• NO, no differences have ever been observed between children who received
vaccines on time compared to delayed schedules5
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COMMON PRECONCEPTIONS
Does the administration of multiple vaccines overload the immune
system?
• NO, even an infant’s immune system is already capable of responding
to several aggressions at the same time and vaccines given in combination
to not weaken it1
Is it better to get immunised naturally, that is, by getting ill, rather than
by vaccination?
• NO, any side effects vaccines may have (e.g., fever, redness or pain at
the injection site) are much milder than the illnesses that they prevent
and pose less risks2
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POST-VACCINATION FEVER
Is there any prophylaxis to avoid developing fever after vaccination?
• NO, routine prophylaxis with antipyretics is not recommended
• Fever may develop after vaccination; it is characterised by:
values between 38 and 38.5°C
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short duration (24-48 hours)

POST-VACCINATION PAIN
Is there always pain at the injection site after vaccination?
• NO, pain is a common side effect and it may develop
at the injection site regardless of redness or swelling

Use of ibuprofen or paracetamol
is effective in treating
both the fever and any pain
at the injection site8

by

educom.it

scan the
QR code
for more
special
contents

References: 1. Offit PA, Quarles J, Gerber MA, Hackett CJ, Marcuse EK, Kollman TR, Gellin BG, Landry S. Addressing parents’ concerns: do multiple vaccines overwhelm or weaken the infant’s immune system? Pediatrics. 2002 Jan;109(1):124-9 2. Ferro A, Miotto S.
Leggende metropolitane e vaccini. Leggende metropolitane e vaccini - VaccinarSì (vaccinarsi.org) 3. Spencer JP, Trondsen Pawlowski RH, Thomas S. Vaccine Adverse Events: Separating Myth from Reality. Am Fam Physician. 2017 Jun 15;95(12):786-794 4. DeStefano F,
Shimabukuro TT. The MMR Vaccine and Autism. Annu Rev Virol. 2019 Sep 29;6(1):585-600 5. Geoghegan S, O’Callaghan KP, Offit PA. Vaccine Safety: Myths and Misinformation. Front Microbiol. 2020 Mar 17;11:372 6. Arora M, Lakshmi R. Maternal vaccines-safety in pregnancy. Best Pract Res Clin Obstet Gynaecol. 2021 Feb 19:S1521-6934(21)00017-1 7. Etzioni-Friedman T, Etzioni A. Adherence to Immunization: Rebuttal of Vaccine Hesitancy. Acta Haematol. 2020 Nov 17:1-5 8. Ministero della Salute. Quando nasce un bambino.

